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Dear Teachers,

The CALSDA office is buzzing with excitement this time around with the auspicious launch of a Building Fund to invest in its own building premises.

CALSDA COFFEE MORNING / BUILDING FUND PROJECT RAFFLE LAUNCH
The Board of Management of the Colombo Academy of Language Skills and Dramatic Art is delighted to invite all its loyal fellow teachers to spend a pleasant morning with us on Sunday, the 19th of July 2009 from 9.30 a.m. to      11.30 a.m. at Hotel Janaki, 43, Fife road, Colombo 5.  
WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS 

The written examinations for the second session will be conducted on 31st October 2009 at our examination centres around the island and not on the 3rd of October as given in the Information Booklet. Please send in your entries before Wednesday, the 5th of August 2009. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CLOSING DATE FOR THE WRITTEN EXAMINATIONS WILL BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO. LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED (AFTER THE OFFICIAL CLOSING DATE) ONLY UP TO ONE WEEK AFTER THE CLOSING DATE. ENTRY FORMS AND BANK SLIPS SHOULD REACH THE CALSDA OFFICE NOT LATER THAN ONE WEEK AFTER THE OFFICIAL CLOSING DATE OF ENTRIES.

The results of the written examinations held in May 2009 will be ready for collection on the 27th July 2009 from the CALSDA office. 
PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS
The practical examinations for the second session will be from September to November 2009. Please send in your sentries before Wednesday, the 5th of August 2009.
CALSDA BUILDING FUND RAFFLE 
The Colombo Academy of Language Skills and Dramatic Art has been in existence for 9 years. During this time we have grown in strength and stature helping many students  around the country  to establish themselves in society. 

This steady growth has encouraged us to invest in a building for CALSDA in order to provide you with a higher quality of service. With a view to achieving this dream we look forward to your support in raising funds.

As you may already be aware, as the first step towards achieving this goal, a Raffle Draw was launched on the 1st of July. Attractive prizes await the first 10 lucky winners.  They are as follows: 

1st Prize 
- LCD Flat Screen TV 32”

                     
2nd Prize - Lap Top


                                   3rd Prize - Double Door Refrigerator

4th Prize - Washing Machine
                               
5th Prize - Mobile Phone 
6th Prize - Hi-Fi System
7th Prize - Digital Camera
8th Prize - Microwave Oven
9th Prize -  i – Pod
10th Prize -  Oven

Ten Consolation Prizes will also be awarded.
The raffle tickets which are prized at Rs. 100/- per ticket are available at the CALSDA office. A single raffle ticket book consists of 11 tickets. Ten tickets to be sold and one complimentary ticket for the seller. We are confident that you will co-operate with us in the sale of these tickets. 
THE ABC’S OF PUBLIC SPEAKING

A – Advance preparation is essential to public speaking      

       success.

B – Begin on time.

C – Close your presentation on a positive note.

D – Display confidence.

E – End on time.

F – Focus on your topic, don’t meander.

G – Good grammar improves your credibility.

H – Humour helps when used appropriately.

I – Intimidation is never a good taste.

J – Just keep your cool if you make a mistake – it’s not the  

      end of the world.

K – Keep your hands out of your pocket.

L – Learn from every speech you make.

M – Mind your manners.

N – Never apologize for lack preparation and for 

        nervousness.

O – Organize your message so it flows smoothly.

P – Positive body language reinforces what you are saying.

Q – Questions create opportunities for classification.

R – Repetition reinforces comprehension.

S – Show enthusiasm; its infectious.

T – Treat questions with respect.

U – Use simple words; the goal is understanding and not      

       confusion.

V – Visual aids enhance presentation.

W – Work! Work! Work! There is no short cut to  

        successful speaking.

X – Exhibit genuine interest in your subject and your  

       audience.

Y – You get only one chance to make a good first  

       impression.

Z – Zero in your audience’s need and do your best to  

       satisfy. 

 Submitted by Ms. Shafeena Fariz


WRITER’S PROFILE
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Jack Prelutsky (1940 -          )

Prelutsky  is one of the best loved contemporary American children’s poets. Many critics have commended his wonderful childish imagination which has helped him to create stimulating poems for children.

He was born in Brooklyn, New York in 1940 and attended Hunter College located in Manhattan.  He originally studied arts in high school and in fact, at the High School of Music and Art in New York, he studied voice.  

Prelutsky is the author of more than 50 poetry collections including Nightmares: Poems to Trouble Your Sleep (1976), The Mean Old Mean Hyena (1978), and Something BIG Has Been Here (1990).
In 2006, the Poetry Foundation named Prelutsky the inaugural winner of the Children’s Poet Laureate award. 

His book, Behold the Bold Umbrellaphant and Other Poems (illustrated by Carin Berger), won the 2007 Scandiuzzi Children's Book Award of the Washington State Book Awards in the Picture Book category.

Jack Prelutsky has published over three-dozen poetry collections.  Some of his most popular collections include: A Pizza the Size of the Sun, The New Kid on the block, and Something Big Has Been Here.

Prelutsky currently resides with his wife Carolyn in Washington State.  
Be Glad your nose is on your face  By Jack Prelutsky

Be glad your nose is on your face,

not pasted on some other place,

for if it were where it is not,

you might dislike your nose a lot.

Imagine if your precious nose

were sandwiched in between your toes,

that clearly would not be a treat,

for you'd be forced to smell your feet.

Your nose would be a source of dread

were it attached atop your head,

it soon would drive you to despair,

forever tickled by your hair.

Within your ear, your nose would be

an absolute catastrophe,

for when you were obliged to sneeze,

your brain would rattle from the breeze.

Your nose, instead, through thick and thin,

remains between your eyes and chin,

not pasted on some other place--

be glad your nose is on your face!
Nine Mice
By Jack Prelutsky

Nine Mice on tiny tricycles
went riding on the ice,
they rode in spite of warning signs,
they rode despite advice

 The signs were right, the ice was thin,
in half a trice, the mice fell in,
and from their chin down to their toes
those mice entirely froze.

Nine mindless mice, who paid the price,
are thawing slowly by the ice
still sitting on their tricycles
…nine white and shiny micicles

A  WAY  WITH  WORDS
DOUBLE  WORDS 
Homonyms that have the same spelling but different meanings are called double words. For example, BEAR is an animal but also means “to support or carry”, and TILL is a money-drawer and also means “to cultivate”. 

     Below are 20 pairs of clues, or definitions, to double words. See how many you can solve.

1. to stop up – a wooden shoe

2. tomb – serious 

3. artist – rope on a boat

4. invoice – beak

5. summit – spinning toy

6. bread – loiter

7. lord – pry or peep

8. apartment – level

9. jump – ingredient of beer

10. a dessert – a small amount

11. a business – not easily moved

12. printing – kind or sort

13. circle – peal

14. fruit – day and month

15. hut – to cast off

16. bend over – thin

17. to train – part of a train

18. stingy – average

19. pot – ship

20. cudgel – society 

  

DID YOU KNOW?

A Palindrome is a word that reads the same forwards and backwards. It can be a word, a phrase or even a sentence.

E.g. mom, noon, eve, madam, level, rotaror

       Rise to vite sir.
SOME INSPIRING SAYINGS

“Anyone who stops learning is old; whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone who keeps learning stays young. The greatest thing in life is to keep your mind young.”






 – Henry Ford 
“Everybody thinks of changing humanity and nobody thinks of changing himself.” 
              – Leo Tolstoy
“The first ingredient of conversation is truth; the next, good sense; the third, good humour, the fourth, wit.” 





 – W. Temple
“Experience is a hard teacher because she gives the test first, the lesson afterwards.”
              – Vernan Law 
“Throughout my life I have gained more from my critic friends than from my admirers.”

       – Gandhi 
TEACHER SUPPORT MATERIAL 

A series of work books are available for sale at the CALSDA office. These books can be purchased between 8.30 a.m. and 1.00 p.m. Monday to Friday.
We thank everyone who contributed to the newsletter and welcome valuable contributions. 

…………………………             ………………………….

Varuni Jayasekara
           Zulfika Musafer

Executive Director
           Director of Examinations
For and on behalf of the Board of Management
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A TEACHER FOR ALL SEASONS


By Joanna Fuchs





A teacher is like Spring,�Who nurtures new green sprouts,�Encourages and leads them,�Whenever they have doubts.





A teacher is like Summer,�Whose sunny temperament�Makes studying a pleasure,�Preventing discontent.





A teacher is like Fall,�With methods crisp and clear,�Lessons of bright colours�And a happy atmosphere.





A teacher is like Winter,�While it’s snowing hard outside, �Keeping students comfortable,�As a warm and helpful guide.





Teacher, you do all these things,�With a pleasant attitude;�You’re a teacher for all seasons,�And you have my gratitude!


                        �





Answers: 1. CLOG, 2. GRAVE, 3. PAINTER, 4. BILL, 5. TOP, 6. LOAF, 7. PEER, 8. FLAT, 9. HOP, 10. TRIFLE, 11. FIRM,      12. TYPE, 13. RING, 14. DATE, 15. SHED, 16. LEAN,              17. COACH, 18. MEAN, 19. VESSEL, 20. CLUB












