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Dear Teachers,

The CALSDA office is buzzing with the excitement of releasing the 29th October Theory Examination results.  It is hard to believe that we have come to the conclusion of yet another year! We sincerely Thank You all for the wonderful support you have given us throughout 2011. CALSDA hopes that all of you have had a dynamic and productive year of teaching. 
In this issue of The Buzz we would like to focus your attention on the dates and other details of Examinations for the year 2012. 
SYLLABUS FOR 2012
The revised and updated syllabus for Examinations in 2012 (Pink Cover) is now available at the CALSDA office. However, please note that the syllabus for the year 2011 (Blue Cover) will also be valid for Examinations in the year 2012. Please ensure that you mention the syllabus used for the preparation of your students on the relevant Admission Slip which will be brought for the Examination.

If you need any assistance or clarification with regard to  the syllabus please do not hesitate to contact the CALSDA office. We shall be glad to assist you.

INFORMATION BOOKLET

The General Information Booklet for Examinations in 2012 is enclosed herewith. However, if you have not received your copy, please make sure that you obtain one from the CALSDA office, or it can be posted on request.

THEORY EXAMINATION  RESULTS
The Theory Examinations for the second session were successfully concluded on the 29th of October 2011 in centres around the island. The results of these Examinations were released on the 29th of  November 2011. Teachers could collect their results from the office or it may be posted on request. 

PRACTICAL EXAMINATIONS 2012
First Session

Period of  Examinations
   -  May - August 2012
Official closing date of entries   - Friday 24th February 2012 
Second Session
Period of Examinations
- September -November 2012
Official closing date of entries   - Friday 3rd August 2012  
Practical Examinations can be held anytime of the year on request for the convenience of teachers and candidates.

THEORY EXAMINATIONS 2012
First Session

Date  of  Examinations 
  - Saturday 26th May 2012
Official closing date of entries  - Friday 24th February 2012  
Second Session
Date of Examination
  - Saturday 27th October 2012
Official closing date of entries - Friday 3rd August 2012  
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CLOSING DATES FOR THE THEORY EXAMINATIONS WILL BE STRICTLY ADHERED TO. LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED (AFTER THE OFFICIAL CLOSING DATE) ONLY UP TO ONE WEEK AFTER THE CLOSING DATE. ENTRY FORMS AND BANK SLIPS SHOULD REACH THE CALSDA OFFICE NOT LATER THAN ONE WEEK AFTER THE OFFICIAL CLOSING DATE OF ENTRIES.
WRITER’S PROFILE
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Mary Ann Hoberman ( 1930 -          )

Mary Ann Hoberman is an American writer of children’s poems and books. She is known for her playful rhythms, skilled wordplay and imaginative handling of themes dealing with the everyday lives of children. 
Hoberman was born on August 12, 1930, in Stamford, Connecticut. In 1951, she received a BA in history from Smith College and, thirty-five years later, an MA in English literature from Yale University.

She had developed a love for writing at a very young age. However, it was only many years later after she became a mother that her writing career took off.



Hoberman is the author of 45 books, all but one of which is in verse. Her first book of poems, All My Shoes Come in Two’s, was illustrated by her husband. Some of her best-known titles are A House is a House for Me, The Seven Silly Eaters, and The Llama Who Had No Pajama, a collection of one hundred of her favorite poems. 
Her poems have been widely anthologized and her books have been translated into several languages. She is the recipient of a American National Book Award and the 2003 Poetry for Children Award of the American National Council of Teachers of English. 
A former volunteer with Literacy Volunteers of America, Hoberman  made  literacy  one of  her  primary 
concerns , writing the best-selling You Read to Me, I’ll Read to You series. She has taught from elementary through college levels and visits schools and libraries nationwide, sharing her poems and the joys of reading. Hoberman won the U.S. Children’s Poet Laureate award in 2008. 

February by Mary Ann Hoberman
February, funny word, 

With my "r" that's hardly heard, 

Different in so many ways, 

I'm the month with fewest days; 

And another thing that's strange is 

I'm the only month that changes: 

Every leap year - one in four - 
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I am given one day more, 

Twenty-nine from twenty-eight 

(Not so easy to keep straight). 

Still it's lots of fun to vary - 

I like being February!

To Make a Garden  by Mary Ann Hoberman
To make a garden all you need 
Is just a single simple seed,
A patch of earth, a sheltered spot
That's not too cold, but not too hot,
A little rain, a lot of sun,
That's all you need;
And when you're done,
In some strange way your seed will know
[image: image7.png]by



Just how to sprout and how to grow
Until you see to your surprise
A miracle before your eyes,
A baby leaf still curled up tight
That's pushing upward toward the light.
What will it be? A tree? A weed?
Each one is started from a seed.
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IN EVER LOVING MEMORY OF 

OUR BELOVED PATRON
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Mrs. Daphne Lord

Your name will ring forever and ever,

And we will sing of your generous heart

Worth more than gold.

You came and went,

Your absorbing knowledge, imparted 

Each to his need,

That knowledge is light and power forever.

A Special Lady, a Unique Teacher

That is very clear,

Unforgettable and so very, very dear. 
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 Remembered with undying love and gratitude 

by  
The Board of Management, 

The Examiners and Staff of CALSDA.


Christmas Greeting
In the silent echoes of the night
The twinkling of stars guide our way|
Sparkling crystals spread before us
To remind all we have friends
Not only very near
But far away as well.

It is within our hearts we find
That tiny thread of caring,
At times we are selfish about sharing
So we just leave these feelings behind.

Reach in and grasp that thread
Blow it into the blistering wind,
Wait for it to be found
You will be surprised how far it goes around.

                                          ~ Helen C. Downy

 Christmas gift suggestions:

  "To your enemy, forgiveness.
    To an opponent, tolerance.
    To a friend, your heart. 
    To a customer, service. 
    To all, charity. 
    To every child, a good example. 
    To yourself, respect."

                                                    ~ Oren Arnold

ANNUAL PRIZE GIVINGS

The annual Prize Givings for the year 2012 will be held in March 2012 and the dates and venues will be notified in due course.

TEACHER SUPPORT MATERIAL 

A series of work books, past question papers, specimen Spoken English passages for reading, re—telling and listening comprehension are available for sale at the CALSDA office. For revised rates of the books available, please check with the office staff.              These material can be purchased between 9.00 a.m. and  4.00 p.m. Monday to Friday.

The Board of Management, the Panel of Examiners and the Staff of CASLDA wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Blessed, Peaceful & Prosperous Happy New Year!

…………………………          ………………………….

Varuni Jayasekara
          Zulfika Musafer

Executive Director
                           Director of Examinations

For and on behalf of the Board of Management        

NEWS LETTER	                    21st  Issue : Dec 2011





The Colombo Academy of Language Skills and Dramatic Art





18/15, Chitra Lane, Off Kirula Road, Colombo 5       ( 011-2555832


						    011-2599935


Editor : Ishitha Mannapperuma








PAGE  

